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Tooting Commons Management Advisory Committee 

Meeting of 4th April 2017 (put back from 3rd April),  
7 pm at Quadron/idverde Staff Room, Dr Johnson Avenue 

 
Present: 
Richard Glassborow (Chair) 
Martin Saunders 
Adam Smith (Secretary) 
Mike Squires 
Richard Laidlaw 
Duncan MacDonald 
Fleur Anderson 
Bruno Boulanger 
Joyce Bellamy (Metropolitan Public Gardens Association)  
Jeremy Clyne 
Colm O’Flynn 
David Chambers (Vice Chair) 
Anthony Gilmour 
Gillian Brightwell 
Jo Mundie 
 
 
Agenda Items Action 
1.  Minutes Anthony Gilmour agreed to take them   

 
2. Apologies (Chair):  Not taken because of the late change of date.  
(However, apologies had come from:  Charlotte Grezo, Tim Block, 
Antonia Dunn, Leonie Cooper, Jenny Thewlis, & Mark Jordan.) 
[Andrew Sharp, Elisabeth Powell ?] 

 

3. Declarations of interest: 
The Chair said that training for charity trustees stressed that this should 
always be an early item on the agenda for a meeting. 
Anthony Gilmour and Richard Laidlaw did some cycling campaigning. 
Colm O’Flynn was a member of various wildlife organisations. 
 

 

4. Minutes of the meeting of Thursday 23 February 2017: 
Two small corrections were noted.  Otherwise, the minutes were agreed. 
 

 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda: 
 
Several points were raised about item 6 in those minutes: 
 
(a) The Enable (now idverde) contract was not yet on the website, 
(though shortage of staff might be a factor there). 
 
(b) The revamped tennis courts were closed when not open 
commercially.  That was a change of policy not agreed with the MAC, 
which had already been raised with Parks officers.  And it seemed to 
conflict with Wandsworth’s new Active Wandsworth Strategy. 
After a discussion, this motion was proposed by David Chambers and 
seconded by Mike Squires, and voted on: 
Motion:  The MAC is against the lack of free access to the tennis courts.  
The MAC urges the Council to restore the situation of free access to the 
tennis courts at times when they are unattended. 
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For:  13 
Against:  none 
Abstained:  1 
 
(c) The motion on the Triangle Regra pitch had been communicated to 
the Council through the minutes, but not yet otherwise.  The Chair 
meant to include it in a wider paper.  There was a discussion.  It was 
noted that the Council had lately lost a judicial review on private nursery 
use of a building on Wandsworth Common. 
 
These points were made about item 8 (outstanding issues): 
 
(a) Simon Ingyon had now acted on the constitution changes to allow 
the MAC to hold money to fund a communications and digital strategy. 
 
(b) The loose stakes had finally been fixed. 
 
(c) Mobile phone masts:  The Council had said that they were 
considering whether it was ‘expedient’ to enforce against breaches of 
planning conditions for the existing mast and equipment by Bedford Hill 
road bridge.  The Chair noted that we could refer to that when objecting 
to the new application for a mast nearby [see 11 below]. 
 
As to item 9 (AOB), the meeting discussed the new by-laws for some of 
Wandsworth’s open spaces, which included controls on parking motor 
vehicles.  We noted that those by-laws did not apply to the Tooting 
Commons or the Woodfield Ground;  and that the Council considered, 
on legal advice, that it could not easily apply the same controls over 
parking to common land, including the Dr Johnson Avenue car park. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AG to give 
the  
Chair details 
of Jo 
Shearer 
 

6. Parks Report. 
The meeting noted the parks report which parks officers had sent 
TCMAC for this meeting. 
 

 
 

7. Tooting Common Heritage Project steering group meeting on 29 
March 2017 
 
Adam Smith reported back on the meeting, which he had attended for 
the MAC.  Points to note included these: 

• Work on refurbishing the fountain was going ahead:  it had 
meant finding a specialist contractor. 

• Various heritage landscape restoration work was being done on 
the commons, some of it as part of green skills training schemes 
run by Quadron/idverde.  It included some planting, and joining 
up two areas of acid grassland. 

• Bird rafts on the Lake would be provided soon. 
• Work on the Lido as part of TCHP was going ahead. 
• Historians had found a 102-year-old resident who remembered 

the Lido between the Wars. 
• Andrew Flegg was the new volunteer co-ordinator, and was 

arranging training on butterfly transit on 29 April. 
• The TCHP manager, Susanna Kryuchenkova, was going on 

maternity leave in July, continuing as manager with occasional 
working days during her leave.  
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• A second scheme was proposed for Dr Johnson Avenue, 

allowing through motor traffic, but replacing the current speed 
humps with raised tables in the middle and at the Tooting Bec 
Road end. 

 
The meeting discussed the proposals for Dr Johnson Avenue and the 
background problems.  Points made included these: 

• Some doubted whether the scheme would do much to counter 
the problems from motor traffic at the junction with Tooting Bec 
Road, where the dominance of motor traffic was increased by 
red-light-running and long gaps between green man phases for 
the crossing on Tooting Bec Road. 

• At the 29 March meeting, Anthony Gilmour had suggested that 
officers should consider, instead, a shared-space scheme, a bit 
like the scheme at Exhibition Road in Kensington (based on the 
work of Hamilton Baillie and Monderman). 

• Residents of Hillbury Road had raised speeding motor traffic as a 
problem. 

• We could again urge an origin-and-destination study of motor 
traffic using Dr Johnson Avenue, to inform options and debate. 

• The Chair would put the issue on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 

• How did this fit with HLF funding?  The Council might need to 
seek their approval for a revised scheme. 

 
The meeting discussed other points arising from the steering group 
meeting: 

• Joyce Bellamy said that the work to the fountain was part of a 
wider renaissance of historic structures on commons. 

• There was no mention of Chestnut Avenue:  Colm O’Flynn asked 
for that to be on the agenda next time. 

• The meeting discussed what trainees got out of the green skills 
training;  and whether work by youngsters on the commons 
might count toward the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 

• The two areas of acid grassland being joined up were north-west 
of the Lido.  Colm O’Flynn pointed to longer-term problems for 
our acid grassland.  An Imperial College study of pollution to land 
at Wisley managed by Surrey Wildlife Trust had shown a 
reduction in species diversity there because there was now too 
much nitrogen in the soil.  The same problem threatened on the 
Tooting Commons from dogs gathering on areas of acid grass. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RG 
 
 

 
8. Lido AGM  
Jo Mundie had agreed to be the Lido’s liaison person with the MAC.  
She would report further next time, including on the equipment box 
issue. 
 

 
 
JM 
 

9. Drewstead Road – Emmanuel Road cycle link (LCN5) 
Bruno Boulanger explained why he was raising the point.  There was 
pressure among parents on the Lambeth side of the commons through 
Lambeth Council to allow cycling on that link. 
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The meeting discussed the proposal to allow cycling there.  Several 
points were made: 

• It was an anomaly that cycling was not allowed on a cycling link. 
• David Chambers:  Cycling used to be allowed in GLC days on 

the path along the edge of the common between Drewstead 
Road and Sternhold Avenue and had caused no problems.  (He 
had once cycled along there regularly.) 

• Others were not against it in principle, but stressed that we 
needed to agree about surfacing and so on, to be consistent with 
wider practice.  Materials should make clear the status of the 
paths and where cycling was allowed. 

• The link was important for children and others cycling in the area. 
 
The meeting discussed the following motion: 
The MAC would in principle be in favour of the proposal if made. 
Though the motion was not formally proposed and seconded, there was 
a vote to test the attitude of the MAC: 
For:  14 
Against:  none 
Abstained:  1 
 
There followed a discussion on the process which might be involved, 
including the scope for a local public inquiry, whether under commons 
legislation or under a cycle track order. 
 
10.  Subcommittees. 
The MAC discussed whether to set up any subcommittees. 
 
The meeting agreed to set up a Biodiversity and Wildlife Subcommittee, 
and appointed Colm O’Flynn, Mike Squires, and Anthony Gilmour as 
members. 
 
The meeting agreed to set up a website subcommittee, and appointed 
Jo Mundie and Fleur Anderson as members. 
 
The MAC saw no need for a TCHP subcommittee:   liaison was enough;  
and discussed but did not set up committees for the management plan, 
and for signs and furniture. 
 

 
 
 
 
CO’F, MS, & 
AG 
 
 
 
 
JM & FA 

11. Telecom planning 
The MAC discussed the new application for a mast on the West side of 
Bedford Hill road bridge.  The meeting agreed to encourage members 
and others to object in the usual way:  number of objectors matters.  We 
could also lobby counsellors and members of the planning committee. 
Colm O’Flynn asked whether the proposers had done a biodiversity 
impact assessment.  High frequency noise emitted by such masts 
interfered with bat navigation.  A mast there would block a bat path from 
the woods to the Pond.  The existing mast on Tooting Bec Road stopped 
bats going to the Ecology Pond, even though it teemed with insects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RG (for 
MAC) & 
members as 
individuals 

12. Parakeets 
The FOTC were worried lest parakeets were competing with native birds 
on the commons. 
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Colm O’Flynn had so far had problems trying to interest parks officers in 
the question.  Under EU law, member states were meant to get rid of 
invasive species.  A study in Belgium had shown that parakeets could 
have a bad effect.  It seemed that they had driven out starlings from 
nesting holes; and had been harassing nuthatches.  They probably also 
had an effect on greater-spotted woodpeckers.  They did need to be 
culled.  There were some options, but measures taken should ideally be 
London-wide. 
The meeting noted that shooting was hardly an option.  Guns needed to 
be discouraged on London commons, and were not allowed under the 
by-laws anyway. 
 
13. Any Other Business 
These points were raised:  
 
(a) The Tooting Triangle Redgra pitch proposal:  Had we heard about a 
bat survey?  Had a notice of disposal been issued? 
The Chair:  The MAC had not been notified yet. 
 
(b) Toilets:  People didn’t know that the Athletics Track toilet was open;  
and used bushes if they didn’t know and were caught short.  We needed 
some more signing, even though the MAC was not keen on signage. 
The Chair:  There would be loos also at the café and at Woodfield, so 
there was a wider issue there. 
 
(c) There was a leak on the common a few metres west of the Woodfield 
pavilion.  The meeting noted that the standing water might be good for 
wildlife, and that it might even be a spring. 
 
(d) There was a leak near the café, also. 
 
(e) Thames Water had put in a pump or whatever near the Athletics 
Track, leaving it standing proud with a mound.  Was that bad 
workmanship? 
 
(f) When was the annual public meeting? 
The Chair:  On Monday, 28 June 2017. 
 
(g) Jo Mundie asked about applying for a Wandsworth Community Grant 
to pay for a website developer to setup a website for us.  She thought 
the application form would take some 6 hours to fill in.  It might be better 
to spend time learning how to do it oneself, or to get it done cheaply 
elsewhere. 
The Chair:  it might be better for MAC members to cooperate to fill in a 
form.  The meeting agreed to have a group on What’s App to deal with 
the form. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AG to email 
the Chair 
about that 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JM & others 
 

The meeting ended at about 9:10 pm. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday 16 May at 7pm, the same room. 

 

 


