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 Tooting Commons Management Advisory Committee 
Meeting of Wednesday 14 March 2018, 7 pm at the id verde Staff Room, Dr Johnson 

Avenue 
 

Committee Members present: 
Joyce Bellamy (rep. Metropolitan Gardens Association and member) 
Bruno Boulanger 
Gilliam Brightwell 
David Chambers 
Wandsworth Cllr Leonie Cooper (and Member of the London Assembly) 
Jeremy Clyne 
Anthony Gilmour (rep. The Woodfield Project and member) 
Sally Fleming 
Anthony Gilmour 
Richard Glassborow (Chair) 
Charlotte Grezo 
Michael Langdon 
Duncan MacDonald 
Simon Maggs 
Colm O’Flynn 
Elisabeth Powell 
Peter Ramell (and rep. Friends of Tooting Common) 
Andrew Sharp (Secretary) 
Adam Smith 
Mark Shotton (rep. Parkrun and member) 
Jonathan Wilson 
 
In attendance: 
Ruth de Grey (co-chair Abbotswood Road Residents Association) 
 
Apologies tendered and accepted: 
Cllr Fleur Anderson 
Mike Morley-Fletcher 
Mike Squires 
Inspector Steve Biggs 
 
Agenda Items Action 
1. The apologies listed above were accepted 
 

 

2. There were no declarations of interest.  
3. An informal discussion was held as to whether to discuss a motion (Item 9 
below). It was decided to proceed. 

 

4. Minutes of the meeting of 8 January 2018: 
The circulated and tabled minutes were adopted.  

 

5. Matters arising from minutes that were not on the circulated agenda: 
None.  

 

6. Agenda Review:  
Agenda items 9, 10 and 11 (on contractor damage of pathways, the id verde 
contract and subcommittee reports) were deferred until a further meeting. 

 

7. Park Police Report: 
 
Inspector Biggs was unable to attend but circulated the Tooting Common 
Statistics on police activity from 1 April to 1 February 2018. The high number 
of warnings for unauthorised parking was noted and it was resolved to ask 
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Inspector Biggs what kinds of incidents the statistic represented and to comment 
on the great number. 
 
 
8. Parks Report. 
The report was tabled and received. 

 
 
 
 

9.Chair’s report on a Wandsworth Council paper on traffic modelling 
precipitated by the concerns of the residents of Elmbourne Road: 
 
After its meeting of 8 January, TCMAC’s meeting of 20 February was 
postponed until 14 March to allow the chair and other to attend a meeting of 
LBW’s (London Borough of Wandsworth’s) Community Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee on a proposal for further traffic modelling in connection 
with proposals to create pedestrian crossings on Elmbourne Road. TCMAC’s 
concern was that the vulnerability of Dr Johnson Avenue to increased traffic 
flow should not be overlooked in the modelling.  
 
The chair spoke to a tabled paper he had prepared on the O and S meeting of 20 
February, and his satisfaction that Dr Johnson Avenue would not be ignored in 
the proposed modelling which would take into account a large catchment 
surrounding Elmbourne Road. His interpretation was endorsed by Peter Ramell, 
Chair of the Friends of Tooting Common, who had also attended the meeting, 
 
(1) Noting that the Council paper in question (18-73) recorded the failure of a 
2016 Council initiative to close Dr Johnson Avenue to vehicular traffic in the 
light of local opposition expressed during a formal consultation, a motion was 
proposed (Bruno Boulanger) and seconded (Sally Fleming) that:  
the MAC recognise the negative outcome of the 2016 consultation and therefore 
no longer seek to achieve the closure of Dr Johnson Avenue. 
 
After wide-ranging debate the motion was lost by a members’ vote of 14 
against; 3 for; 3 abstentions. 
 
In the light of concerns expressed during the debate:  
 
(2) the Secretary was asked to write to Susanna Kryuchenkova, Director of the 
Tooting Commons Heritage Project, to enquire of her exactly what proposals to 
modify Dr Johnson Avenue were being pursued with the Heritage Lottery Fund 
following the lapse of the proposal to close the Avenue. He was asked also to 
enquire whether she could arrange consultation between the TCHP and 
TCMAC on the matter. (Drafts to be sent to Richard, Leonie, Adam, Peter and 
David) 
 
And for the information of the committee members: 
 
(3) Cllr Cooper was asked to provide for attachment to these minutes an account 
of the traffic bottlenecks on the Furzedown side of the Tooting Graveney 
Common. 
(4) Elisabeth was asked to provide for attachment to these minutes a note on 
traffic flows from the A23 from Tooting Bec Road to Drewstead Road. 
(5) Cllr Cooper volunteered to arrange (perhaps by way of a meeting in 
Hackney) that TCMAC members might be informed of traffic flow solutions 
around London Fields. 
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10. Floodlight proposals by Clapham and Streatham High School and its 
current light pollution: 
(1) A pamphlet produced by the Head of school justifying the use of temporary 
floodlighting of the school’s hockey ground was tabled, together with emails 
from Mike Morley, a member of TCMAC but also of the Abbotswood Road 
Residents Association (ARRA). These were read in the light of TCMAC’s 
previous experience of the school’s earlier failed planning applications for 
permanent floodlights, and of its treatment of the residents of The Spinney and 
of a section of Tooting Bec Common without consultation with LBW.  
 
Ruth de Grey, co-chair of the ARRA spoke, among others, of the 
misrepresentations of the pamphlet, and failure of local attempts to engage with 
the school and its governors. Reporting the rejection of their complaints by the 
chair of the school’s trust board, she was advised to write to each of the 
individual trustees. It was suggested that she might also approach her local MP. 
 
There was uncertainty was to whether ‘temporary’ floodlighting required 
planning permission from Lambeth, and as to whether, given their proposed 
uses, the floodlights could in truth be classed as temporary. TCMAC members 
observed that Enable was aware of the school’s proposal and its adverse impact 
on the natural environment and its wildlife, and that Valerie Selby had written 
to the Head of school. It was also reported that Iain Bolton (Ecology Parks 
Officer, LBLambeth) was aware of, and concerned about, the proposal. 
 
Cllr Cooper volunteered to have the issue of temporary structures researched by 
a Wandsworth officer. 
 
It remained on the agenda as to who in Lambeth Council circles might have 
influence in this (and the following) matter, and who in Wandsworth circles 
might best communicate local concerns to the school, and TCMAC’s anxiety 
that the human and natural amenities of the Commons be preserved. 
 
(2) A quantity of anecdotal evidence was presented as to the appalling current 
light pollution emanating from the school buildings throughout the night, 
destroying the ambience for local residents and of the Common. It remained on 
the agenda as to how to approach LBL on an issue they might well be 
concerned about. 
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11. Other business: 
(1) Duncan drew attention to the fact that the London Plan did not use the words 
‘Common’ or ‘Commons; throughout. MLA Cooper assured him that the 
omission was being attended to. 
(2) Joyce was happy to report that the local Guardian had featured the opening 
of the restored drinking fountain. 
(3) Adam reported a Firecrest (bird) in Bedford Wood 
(4) Leonie flagged a ‘Future Tooting’ meeting on the Wandsworth environment, 
Saturday 21 April, probably on Graveney and Meadow pub near Tooting 
Broadway Station. 

 

12. The meeting closed at 9:11pm. Next meeting Thurs 17 May. Annual 
Public Meeting, 25 June 2018. 

 

 
 


