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Minutes of TMAC Meeting 30 November 2018 
Venue: Tooting Common Depot Meeting Room. 
Present: Richard Glassborow-Chair, Stephen Biggs-Parks Police, Michael Langdon, 
Mike Morley-Fletcher, Ruth de Grey, Duncan mac Donald, Jonathan Wilson, Sally 
Fleming, Mark Shotton, Colm O'Flynn (minutes), David Chambers, Elizabeth Powel, 
Bruno Boulanger, Anthony Gilmour, Jenny Thewlis, Simon Maggs 
 
 
1/ Minutes: Colm O'Flynn 
 
2/ Declaration of interest-Michael Landon declared that he is a professional 
dog walker.  
 
3/ Apologies: Mike Squires, Leonie Cooper, Gillian Brightwell, Charlotte Grezo, 
Jeremy Klein, Fleur Anderson, Joyce, Nasrun Mir, Jo Mundy, Andrew Sharp 
 
4/ Minutes of meeting Wednesday 18th October 2017 agreed as a true record. 
 
5/ Matters arising: no matters arising 
 
6/ Parks Police Report  
 
The report was circulated prior to the meeting. Inspector Steve Biggs filled in the 
detail. Parks Police have targeted unauthorised parking and noted a decrease in 
incidents. 
 
Only 2 dog control orders were issued. Only 4 dogs may be walked without a 
licence. Licences in Wandsworth cover up to 8 dogs. Wandsworth Parks police has 
been a policy leader in this area and answers many query's for advice from other 
boroughs. There is a strict policy of interviews covering knowledge of the law, 
insurances before a licence is issued. There are 26 licences covering Tooting 
Common issues. Lambeth will commence charging for dog walking imminently so 
there could be an overspill as people attempt to avoid being charged in Lambeth's 
green spaces.  
Firework incidents were down this year following a general trend. Drones are 
expected to be more problematic around Christmas time.  
Cycle transgressions have resulted in a variety of fines for individuals who chose to 
go to court-including £350 for one individual. 
There was a discussion on incidents of dogs worrying wildfowl in contravention of 
bye laws. These could be subject to dog control orders. A dog may be considered 
out of control if it does not respond to it owners call.  
The bye laws are not displayed in their entirety anywhere on the common and were 
vandalised where they existed. It was queried whether a sign with a QR code would 
work to allow users to download the list.  
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7/ SCHS School Floodlighting 
 
The school head has written to local neighbours requesting their views on a proposal 
to install temporary floodlights referred to as Temporary Portable Sports Lights on 
their hockey pitch which abuts the common. There was a 3rd December deadline for 
comment. There have been 3 previous applications for floodlights in 2009, 2010, 
2012 – the first two rejected, the last withdrawn. It does not seem reasonable that 
the MAC was not consulted given the history. The committee has reason to believe 
(in the form of the Headmaster’s Easter letter to parents) there is a game plan for 
permanent lights and a risk of future creep. RG will draft a letter to the head and 
circulate. We need to locate the original bat survey that showed that section of the 
common is a flyway and Council for the Protection of Rural England Map of Dark 
Skies that shows the common. 
 
8/ ICT 
Jonathan has set up a new URL as TCMAC.org.uk and asked the committee if they 
were in happy with this. The committee unanimously agreed that this was suitable.  
 
9/ Parks report 
As attached. No officers present. There was some discussion on whether 
neonicotinoids were used on the common and it was pointe out the many plants 
purchased from commercial growers contain the substance.  
 
10/ Sub committees review 
a) Website-no report 
 
b) Biodiversity- COF reported that he had not convened a meeting but that he had 
written to The Borough Ecologist asking for access to reports and archives. Jenny 
Thewlis asked to join the sub-committee.  
 
c) Character and Position Statements 
RG will add night sky to the statement. 
 
11/ Woodfield Project 
 
Building Work to start in June 2018. Planning Permission was granted for upper 
room. There was some discussion on the boundary hedge planting propose and 
Anthony citied the benefit of acting as a deterrent to dog walking encroachment. 
COF added that hedges provide high quality habitat by providing deep cover as well 
as food a for a number of breeding and migrant bird species. He expressed the view 
that much of the common in ecological terms is a sink habitat because of the density 
of predators and cover in the form of dense hedges helps mitigate this.  
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12/ AOB 
The question was raised as to whether the children in SCHS have been made aware 
of the ecological effects of bright lighting. It is proposed that we offer to do a 
presentation to the school.  
 
A member reported that the recent filming activity resulted in some deep ruts being 
left by the company's trucks.  
 
Quietway: Richard gave a review of where things are at the moment. They have 
agreed to surface with Breedon Gravel which reduces speed. There was little hope 
that we could successfully oppose it so this is good mitigation. They are opting to 
use the diagonal path to the lido car park but a cycle track order is required.  
 
Date of next meeting Monday 8th January 2018 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


