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Tooting Commons Management Advisory Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting of Thursday 4 April 2019 at 7.00 pm at the id Verde staff room, 

Fountain’s Yard, Dr Johnson Avenue, SW17  DRAFT 

 

Members present     

                                                                                

Andrew Sharp (Chair)                                                                           

Anthony Gilmour                                                                                   

Bruno Boulanger                                                                                    

David Chambers                                                                                     

Elisabeth Powell 

Jenny Thewlis 

Mark Jordan 

Mark Shotton 

Michael Langdon 

Mike Morley-Fletcher 

Mike Squires 

Sally Fleming   (Secretary) 

 

Apologies 

 

Adam Smith                                                                                           

Clare Fraser 

Duncan MacDonald 

Jeremy Clyne 

Leonie Cooper 

Matthew Billson 

Oli Griffiths 

 

In Attendance 

Simon Ingyon  (Enable) 

Cara Gibson (Enable) 

Alex Jones (Enable) 

Peter Ramell (FOTC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Biggs (Parks 

Police) 

 

Agenda Items Actions 

1. Acceptance of Apologies     

The Apologies were accepted 

 

2. Minutes of the Meeting of 20 February 2019 % 

             The Minutes of the meeting were accepted 

 

3. Matters arising (not covered below) 

            Matters arising were taken account of in the agenda to follow 

 

4. Agenda Review 

            The Agenda was accepted with the insertion of matters arising 

 

5. Declarations of Interest 

            There were none 
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6. Reports from Council 

i  Simon Ingyon presented the Parks Report%, which was received and 

Simon thanked 

ii Stephen Biggs would report on police matters at the next meeting 

 

7. Other Council Business 

i.  Simon Ingyon presented information and answered queries arising 

both during and before the meeting 

 

i.a. He noted that a replacement was being sought for Kevin Freed 

(Contract Officer, Biodiversity) by Enable Leisure and Culture 

 

i.b. He reported on the recent progress of Thames Water in the Lido field.  

The discovery of ground heave led to finding a new drilling line further 

south.  It will be 18 meters deeper under the railway and 150 meters from 

the railway either side.  No removal of trees is necessary but some 

branches will be pruned.  Intention is to start drilling in April, feed the 

blue pipe through during May, when with luck the project will end. 

 

i.c. Doctor Johnson Avenue is closed for traffic calming works.  

Wandsworth are not doing traffic studies: this is a temporary closure.  

Several Members reported significant increase of traffic on Tooting Bec 

Road, Elmbourne Avenue and on the East Common at Garrads Road and 

Bedford Hill. Bruno Boulanger had captured a large car, frustrated with 

the extra queues, driving over the Common to reach Elmbourne Road on 

his mobile. 

DJA will remain closed until 8th June 

Resolution:  that the Chair will write to Nick O’Donnell (Assistant 

Director of Traffic and Engineering, London Boroughs of Richmond and 

Wandsworth) suggesting that the traffic flows nearby be measured so that 

the flows during the closure can be compared with flows when DJA opens 

again 

 

i.d. Simon spoke to questions raised by Members as to floodlighting on 

the Triangle football pitch, a persistent problem, especially on Thursday 

evenings.  Matches will cease now and the key pad code for lighting 

control will be changed again.  The lights will be switched off over the 

summer 

 

i.e. Responding to an email from the Chair (12.3.19%) questioning the 

signage erected by Star Tennis, Simon reported that such advertising was 

against Council policy. 

 

Cara Gibson presented a plan for revising the licencing of areas of 

Tooting Bec Common for future events. 

 

ii.a. Cara (with Inspector Stephen Biggs) had spoken on 21 March last to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chair to email Jo Shearer 

to contact the tennis 

operator 
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an ad hoc group of Andrew Sharp, Duncan MacDonald, Sally Fleming, 

Anthony Gilmour and Peter Ramell. Andrew reported very briefly on the 

concerns raised by the group and responded to by Cara. 

In speaking to the full MAC, Cara referred to 4 documents that had been 

tabled before the meeting, most notably LBW Paper 14-628 on Events 

policy.%  

 

ii.b. She spoke of the current four licences, and how she intended to vary 

them slightly so there would remain 3 Category B events (of 2,000-5,000 

attendees), and provision would be made for one Category C event (5-

10,000). 

 

ii.c. She outlined a plan for the use of the Lido field to be allowed for 

ease of use of the Category C event. 

 

ii.d. The Chair reminded members of the policy of the MAC to date as 

recorded in the Minutes of 2014.11.24 Item 3. 

 

The TC MAC response to the Events policy consultation paper had been 

read and noted and considered by the Community Services Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee. As with the policing proposal above, it was due to be 

considered by the Executive Committee on 1st December. TC MAC 

restated its position that it was essential to protect the unique nature of 

Tooting Common and agreed with FOTC that all Category C events 

should be regarded as ‘exceptional’, as per the policy proposals. 

(Other minutes to that effect: 2014.07.21 Item 8 iii: 2014.09.02 Item 8 iii; 

2014.10.09 Item 8; 2017.10.18 Item 19) 

 

Members urged that the Events Schedule be strictly limited to preserve 

the essential quality of the common (rus in urbe). Mike Squires 

emphasised freedom of access and Jenny Thewlis thought 9999 people is 

too many for one event. Some concern was expressed that Enable would 

benefit from the income from Events, incentivising staff to multiply 

them. Simon Ingyon said any surplus money could be used for the Parks 

Police budget. 

 

ii.e.  It was resolved (2 members against): that TCMAC approve the 

suggested modifications to the licensing regime, subject to conditions 

being placed on the premises license granted by the Council that the Lido 

path be always open to the public, and that grassed areas of the 

Commons not be used for parking. 

 

ii.f.  Cara tabled a map of permitted locations for a Coffee Bike near the 

Triangle playground and Support Vehicle under the Cavendish Road 

extension railway bridge.  A three month pilot of the mobile delivery 

scheme would being on 24 April, Monday-Thursdays and Saturdays 9-5. 

This was noted. 
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iii. Consultation and TCMAC: an issue raised by the chair 

iii.a.  The Chair drew Enable officers’ attention to his concerns about a 

recent consultation in which The Woodfield Project was consulted as if it 

were a Friends group and TCMAC had not to date been consulted at all. 

The substance of Enable’s suggested policies (on how Friends groups 

should go about constituting themselves, and on their relations of mutual 

obligation and co-operation with the council) was not at issue. They 

seemed sensible as far as he could see. And he had no general criticism to 

make of Enable’s consultations and helpful advisors and responders. But 

he had written to express his concern about the particular process in 

question and had not yet had a reply. He wished to remind members as 

well as the officers of what had long been seen as the core nature and 

function of TCMAC. 

 

TCMAC is not an activist organisation. It does not organise activities and 

events or pursue any project, though it advertises them when asked. Any 

money raising it carries out (it has done none to date) will be devoted to 

maintaining its website. It has connections and councillors of both 

parties but does not support either. It started the Friends of Tooting 

Common (FOTC). It has members and attendees from the FOTC (several 

of us were officers in the past), and recently from Wandsworth MAC. It 

has had representatives from the South London Swimming Club and the 

boxing club at the Triangle and has one from Park Run. Three of its 24 

members are trustees of TWP. But it does not just represent as many 

interests and can be persuaded to join. It is made up of locals who 

support the Commons. Many of them have long experience in 

administration, architecture, law, publicity, teaching, commerce, 

community service and so on. It is not a perfect advisory body by any 

means, but it is one of substance and set up the Wandsworth Council for 

that purpose. 

 

He referred to several Minutes of TCMAC in which it distinguished itself 

from Friends groups as advisory rather than activist, and a group that 

sought to represent no particular interest but stood for the preservation of 

the Commons (2011.01.25 Item 7 b iii; 2011.12.20 Item 7; 2013.04.08 

Item 7; 2013.12.16 Item 3; 2014.01.30 Item 4). 

 

iii.b. Simon explained that Enable were under some time pressure to 

consult with Friends groups so as to come up with robustly tested 

documents before proceeding further. Hence their including The 

Woodfield Project in the consultation along with the Friends groups, and 

hence their deferred consultation with TCMAC 

 

iv.  Feedback on Tooting Common Heritage Project interpretation panels. 

There were two responses to an email enquiry about them. One 

thoroughly approved, another suggested more information might be 
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included on trees. They were relayed to the Director of the Tooting 

Common Heritage Project, who replied that lack of space counted against 

more information being added. Members understood that point. 

 

8.  Subcommittee business. 

i.  A media sub-committee of Oli, Bruno, Richard and Andrew met on 18 

March to consider media and publicity. Andrew reported that it was 

thought best not to be too ambitious with the website, and to publish 

minutes, upcoming elections, topics of interest at upcoming meetings, 

and general MAC policy. The Gallery section which contained photos 

might be used to record the seasons and other cheerful themes. An 

existing Twitter account would be transferred by Richard to Bruno and 

Bruno (perhaps?) would attend to opening a Facebook account. Both 

would avoid deliberate controversy but publicise events and seek views. 

 

It was intended to ensure that our account be added to the add LBW 

(London Borough of Wandsworth) website. 

 

ii. Members were asked to put their minds to financing the website at £15 

per month so as to integrate it with our other accounts and provide 

reasonable advanced services. 

 

9. External relations. 

Michael Langdon attended a meeting at City Hall of the London Friends 

of Green Space on 18 March, www.lfgn.org.uk. 

A discussion around promoting green spaces for healthy living mentioned 

publicity in doctors surgeries and using both Facebook and Twitter (the 

latter in schools). 

There followed reports from individual Boroughs, Haringey have had a 

50% cut to its Parks budget. Merton have done an analysis into private 

contractors. Lambeth have had severe losses on events. Brent has set up a 

bio diversity web page. 

The Chair sees the Green Space forum closer to Friends groups than to 

MAC. 

 

10. Planning Applications. 

Clapham and Streatham High School Hockey pitches: 18/04221/VOC 

Andrew outlined the history of the school’s applications for the variation 

of Condition 3. 

Original condition 3: The development herewith approved shall not be 

used other than as ancillary to and in association with the general school 

use of the property, without prior permission in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. 

 

Developments: 1st amendment: The development herewith approved shall 

not be used other than in association with the general use of the 

Streatham and Clapham High School, apart from between the hours of 
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18:30 to 21:00 Monday to Friday (in April to August only); and 10:00 to 

16:30 on Saturdays; and 10:00 to 14:30 on Sundays; when it can be used 

by groups and associations other than Streatham and Clapham High 

School. 

2nd amendment: The development herewith approved shall not be used 

other than in association with the general use of the Streatham and 

Clapham High School, apart from between the hours of 18:30 to 21:00 

Monday to Friday (in April to August only); and 10:00 to 16:30 on 

Saturdays; and 10:00 to 14:30 on Sundays; when it can be used by groups 

and associations other than the Streatham and Clapham High School. 

There shall be no artificial illumination of the pitch at any time. 

 

3rd amendment: The development herewith approved shall not be used 

other than in association with the general use of the Streatham and 

Clapham High School (including for the avoidance of doubt, other state 

and private schools), apart from between the hours of 18:00 to 21:00 

Monday to Friday (in April to August only): and 10:00 to 16:30 on 

Saturdays; and 10:00 to 14:30 on Sundays; when it can be used by groups 

and associations other than the Streatham and Clapham High School. 

 

Mike Morley-Fletcher spoke to a paper addressed to the MAC by Sarah 

Wilden, a nearby resident and ex-Planning officer which pointed to the 

looseness of the drafting of the third amendment, the proposed 

accompanying action concerning floodlighting, and the school’s history 

of avoiding enforcement of planning permissions. 

 

It was resolved: that the chair prepare an objection to the application 

based on its leaving open the possibility of future floodlighting on the 

field, and circulate it to the members before submission. 

 

11. Members’ observations and questions. 

i. Casual use of fields when unfit for use. 

ii. Other agenda items attended to in Item 7.i. above. 

 

12. Announcements of upcoming events. 

i. 30 June 2019 Grand opening of the Woodfield Project 12 noon to 5pm. 

Ceremonies at 2pm. 

ii. A list of upcoming FOTC events was circulated. 

 

Next meetings: 

Monday 13 May. 

APM Monday 24 June. 

New TCMAC Tuesday 30 July. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew by 7th for 9th 

April 

 

Deferred for discussion 

with Stephen Biggs 

 

 

 

 

 


