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 Tooting Commons Management Advisory Committee 

Minutes of the Meeting of 14 January 2020, 7.00 pm at the id Verde staff room, Fountain’s 

Yard,  

Dr Johnson Avenue, SW17 

 

Members Present: 

 

Matthew Billson 

David Chambers 

Sally Fleming 

Clare Fraser 

Anthony Gilmour 

Oliver Griffiths 

Sarah McDermott 

Duncan Macdonald 

Andrew Sharp (Chair) 

Mark Shotton 

 

 

In attendance: 

 

Simon Ingyon, Executive Director, Enable Parks and 

Leisure 

Apologies: 

Steve Biggs 

Jeremy Clyne 

Mike Morley-Fletcher 

Mark Jordan 

Elisabeth Powell 

Peter Ramell 

Jenny Thewlis 

Nabi Toktas 

 

Subsequent apologies: 

Michael Langdon 

Mike Squires 

 
Agenda Items Actions 

 

 

 

1. Acceptance of Apologies  
             The apologies were accepted 

2. Minutes of the meeting of Monday 2 December 2019.    

The minutes of the meeting were accepted with minor changes 

3. Matters arising (not covered below) and agenda review. 

No matters arose 

4.  Declarations of Interest. 

There were no declarations of interest 

5. Reports from Council. 

The meeting noted with pleasure that Enable Culture and Leisure would be awarded 

a conditionally renewable five-year contract to manage the commons from 1 April 

2020. 

Parks Report. 

Simon presented the report, covering winter works on the commons. On trees this 

included coppicing and thinning, the removal of willow and alder from the ecology 

pond, and ditch clearance. Children planted 400 trees in November. He reported that 

Idverde had been able to rest two adult football pitches, that a truck had been 

removed from north Tooting Common, and mentioned on minor works over the 

commons. He indicated that signage and map locations for toilets were being 

developed and that an entrance sign for the commons on Abbotswood Rd would be 

erected. 
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The Tooting Common Heritage Project was now complete. Its legacy would be 

available, continually updates at www.tootingcommon.co.uk. Enable would 

continue to work with its partners on the project, and its achievements would be 

presented to the next TCMAC APM. 

 

6. Other Council Business. 

i. Great Outdoor Gym proposal. Discussion was carried over from the last 

meeting. It was thought that the arrays offered by the Great Outdoor Gym were 

suitable for other sites in the borough, but not on the Tooting commons, which 

were better fitted to more rustic designs. 

ii. Traffic speed control on Bedford Hill. Addressing concerns arising 

from recent accidents on Bedford Hill, it was resolved: that the chair write to 

Nick O’Donnell, Assistant Director, Highways and Transport, along the 

lines of his tabled draft letter suggesting the restoration of a non-functioning 

speed warning light, the enforcement of a 20 mph. speed limit, the 

installation of pedestrian refuges and speed humps. 

The meeting noted that the recently crashed car on the common at the South 

East end of Bedford Hill could not be moved until the police gave permission 

to do so to LBW. 

iii. The meeting noted an email from Valerie Selby, Parks Development and 

Biodiversity Officer, Enable Leisure and Culture, explaining the purpose of 

the orange netting in the lake. 

v. Noting an email from Leonie Cooper suggesting gating the extremities of 

the West Drive path on the common, it was resolved on a vote of 9 for and 

1 abstention, that: (1) it be suggested to LBW that dual cycling/pedestrian 

use be allowed (a) on the common’s path running parallel to West Drive 

and (b) on the paths running a direct route from Drewstead Road to Rastell 

Avenue under the Bleak Lane railway bridge. (2) the West Drive Path be 

widened to allow such use, and paved with Breedon gravel to discourage 

high speed cycling. 

vi. Meeting of Chairs of Friends and MACs 1-3pm, Tuesday 28 January. 

Anthony Gilmour volunteered to represent TCMAC, as well was The 

Woodfield Project, at the meeting. 

vii. The meeting noted with concern (and Simon Ingyon also noted) the 

communication from Mark Jordan about the continued practice of leaving the 

Triangle redgrar pitch floodlights on late into the evening. 

It was resolved: that Matthew Billson enquire into the ways of conducting a 

‘dark sky’ study for the commons. 

 

7. Subcommittee business. 

i. The chair thanked Oli Griffiths for his continued attention to the website. 

ii. The meeting resolved that meeting agendas be published on the site a 

week before meetings as a way of informing the public on the issues to be 

addressed by TCMAC. 

iii. It was resolved: that Oli Griffiths occasionally tweet on Twitter, on 

issues arising on TCMAC as a way of informing the public on issues 

coming before the committee. Before sending the tweets are to be checked 
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by another member, for the time being, Andrew. 

8.  Planning Applications. 

i. Telecoms mast Dr Johnson Avenue. Developments, Planning Application 

2019/4856. The meeting noted that the application had been refused. 

ii. Lido green roofing 2019/4456 for removal of green roof condition in 

2019/2987. The meeting noted that the application had been refused. 

iii. Balham Boxing and Youth Club (Triangle) application 2019/4206. 

The meeting noted that the application had not been decided upon, and 

might not be until Easter. 

9. Review of the Tooting Common Management and Maintenance Plan 

The meeting noted and discussed Sections 1-4, pp. 1-28. It was noted that 

the description of the management of the commons was out-of-date. Simon 

informed the meeting that Enable was working on updates to the plan and 

intended to have them ready for the MAC’s APM in June 2020. TCMAC 

resolved to study the plan in toto by that time and have suggestions 

prepared. 

Resolved: (i) that the chair specify the next tranche of the plan to be 

discussed at the 26 February meeting. 

10. Announcements of upcoming events 

The timetables for birdwalks on Wandsworth and the Tooting Commons 

were tabled and noted. 

12. Other business.  

There being no other business, the meeting concluded at 8.05 pm 

 

Next meetings:  

Wednesday 26 February 2020 

Thursday 8 April 2020 

Monday 18 May 2020 

APM, Tuesday 23 June 2020  

Monday 27 July 2020 
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